
CABINET

Meeting date: 27th November 2014

From: Corporate Director – Environment and 
Community Services

NATIONAL GRID’S NORTH WEST COAST CONNECTIONS 
PROJECT – STAGE 2 CONSULTATION

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 National Grid has been asked to provide a connection for the 
development of the new Moorside nuclear power station (Moorside 
Project) of up to 3.4GW on land adjacent to the existing Sellafield Site 
(North West Coast Connections Project). The existing Electricity North 
West Transmission System serving West Cumbria has insufficient 
capacity, therefore National Grid needs to reinforce the network to 
provide the necessary connections 

1.2 The County Council will not be the determining Planning Authority for 
the North West Coast Connections Project. The Planning Inspectorate 
will consider the application for a Development Consent Order, with 
substantial involvement from the affected Local Authorities, including 
Cumbria County Council.  The decision on whether to grant consent 
will be made by the Secretary of State.

1.3 In October 2012, following completion of the Stage 1 consultation and 
appraisal of six possible Strategic Options, National Grid decided that 
it was taking forward two Strategic Options for further development; 
Strategic Option 3 – Cumbria Ring Onshore and Strategic Option 4 – 
Cumbria Ring Offshore South. These options have been developed into 
a number of Route Corridor options that are the subject of this latest 
consultation, which commenced on 4 September 2014, and runs for 12 
weeks and closes on 28 November 2014. During this time a total of 33 
public information events took place at venues across Cumbria and 
Lancashire. 

1.4 Within each section of the route, there are some choices to be made 
regarding the preferred route corridor. National Grid has set out these 
options in its consultation documents.

1.5 Officers from the County Council have produced a formal response to 
the Stage 2 Consultation. A summary of the response can be found at 



paragraphs 4.19 to 4.37 within the Cabinet report. The full consultation 
response is included in Appendix 1. The views of all Local Committees 
potentially impacted by the NWCC Project have been sought and 
included within the response. Cabinet is recommended to endorse the 
final consultation response. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 County Council policy supports new nuclear build nationally and the 
nomination of land adjacent to Sellafield for new nuclear build, subject 
to assurances about safety and adequate progress with the 
implementation of national policy for higher activity legacy wastes. The 
North West Coast Connections Project is fundamental to the delivery of 
the Moorside Project.

2.2 The County Council has accepted the role of lead authority and 
Accountable Body in the management and delivery of the Planning 
Performance Agreement (PPA) with National Grid. 

2.3 There are no equality implications arising from this report.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Cabinet endorses Officers’ response to the consultation on the 
Route Corridor and Outline Siting Studies for Associated Infrastructure 
Report, which is included in Appendix 1. 

ADVICE OF CORPORATE DIRECTOR – ENVIRONMENT AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES

4.0 BACKGROUND

The need case for the North West Coast Connections Project

4.1 NuGeneration Limited (NuGen) is a joint venture between Toshiba and GDF 
Suez. They are working closely with Local Authorities and other statutory 
consultees to progress a Development Consent Order for a new generation 
nuclear power station of up to 3.4GW on land adjacent to Sellafield. 

4.2 The current 132kV Electricity North West distribution network serving West 
Cumbria has insufficient capacity to accommodate the connection of a 
power station as large as the proposed 3.4GW plant. Consequently, National 
Grid has been asked to upgrade the electricity transmission system to 
accommodate the substantial amount of new generation capacity. National 
Grid has a statutory duty to connect Moorside nuclear power station to the 
transmission system via four transmission circuits (two 400kV double 
circuits) by 2024.



Cumbria County Council’s engagement in the North West Coast 
Connections Project to date

4.3 In December 2010, Cabinet agreed that, given the scale and geographic 
nature of the North West Coast Connections, Cumbria County Council would 
act as lead authority and accountable body for a Planning Performance 
Agreement with National Grid. 

4.4 Planning Performance Agreements (PPAs) are a means by which local 
planning authorities affected by Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects 
can participate and engage in a positive way with developers and reach a 
fully informed view on the local impacts of proposals. A PPA does not fetter 
the participating authorities in the view they take on the merits of the 
proposal. It does allow them however to be properly resourced to ensure the 
views and concerns of local communities are given voice within the planning 
process, which is essential given that the ultimate decision on the proposals 
will be made at a national level. 

4.5 The Planning Performance Agreement with National Grid was signed by 
Cumbria County Council and fifteen other Local Authorities from Cumbria 
and Lancashire (including the Lake District National Park) in May 2012. A 
project group has been established, chaired by Cumbria County Council’s 
Assistant Director of Environment and Regulatory Services. Officers are 
working to identify and mitigate the impacts of the proposal on the 
environment and communities of Cumbria and Lancashire and ensure that 
communities are adequately consulted. 

4.6 Cumbria County Council will not be the determining Planning Authority for 
the North West Coast Connections Project or the Moorside Project. The 
Planning Inspectorate will handle both planning submissions, with 
substantial involvement from affected Local Authorities. Both National Grid 
and NuGen intend to submit their development consent orders to the 
Planning Inspectorate in 2017. Cumbria County Council will be a statutory 
consultee and asked by the Planning Inspectorate to respond to formal 
consultations in line with the Planning Act 2008 i.e. analyse the developer’s 
Statement of Community Consultation, prepare Local Impact Reports and to 
engage in the examination process.

Background and Purpose of the “Route Corridor and Outline Siting 
Studies for Associated Infrastructure” Report

4.7 In October 2012, following completion of National Grid’s Stage 1 
consultation and appraisal of Strategic Options (six broad, technically 
feasible connection options), National Grid decided to take forward two 
Strategic Options for further development; Strategic Option 3 – Cumbria 
Ring Onshore and Strategic Option 4 – Cumbria Ring Offshore South. Both 
of these options have two variants and require two transmission circuits 
north and two heading south either onshore or offshore. Cumbria County 
Council’s response to the Stage 1 consultation was endorsed by Cabinet in 
July 2012.

4.8 These two Strategic Options have been developed into more detailed Route 
Corridor options, which are the subject of this latest consultation. Input is 



sought on the findings of detailed studies which are set out in National Grid’s 
report entitled, “Route Corridor and Outline Siting Studies for Associated 
Infrastructure” (Route Corridors Report).  This is Stage 2 of the consultation 
process. Further information can be found at: 
http://www.northwestcoastconnections.com

4.9 The Route Corridors Report has been compiled by National Grid as part of 
their pre-application procedures for major projects that require an application 
for development consent pursuant to the Planning Act 2008. This meets the 
recommendations set out in National Policy Statement EN5 relating to 
consideration of alternative means of network reinforcement. National Grid’s 
report has been published for the purposes of the consultation and sets out 
their emerging preferences for the route corridors that may be progressed to 
the next stage of project development. Local authorities and other statutory 
consultees can comment on the content and the analysis included within the 
route corridors report. Interested members of the public and other 
stakeholders can respond via National Grid’s website.  National Grid’s final 
decision will take into account these consultation responses, and will be 
published in their “Statement of Preferred Route Corridor” in May 2015. It is 
important to note that the current consultation by National Grid is informal 
and does not form part of the formal planning process. 

4.10 National Grid’s Route Corridors Report provides an overview of potential 
route corridors for new 400kV electricity lines and locations for associated 
infrastructure. Within the report, National Grid has prepared appraisals of the 
route corridors, considering relevant technical, environmental and socio-
economic factors. 

4.11 Further consideration of the two Strategic Options and subsequent route 
corridor studies has identified potential for a single group of onshore 
connection options to the north, while three further groups have been 
identified to the south. These are summarised as follows;

a) Onshore North Group – An onshore connection, north from Moorside to 
Harker, near Carlisle

b) Onshore South Group – A wholly onshore route, south from Moorside, 
routed around Morecambe Bay to Heysham in Lancashire

c) Onshore South with Tunnel Group – Predominantly onshore 
connection from Moorside to the Furness Peninsula, with a tunnel 
under Morecambe Bay to Heysham 

d) Offshore South Group - Predominantly offshore connection from 
Moorside, with short onshore sections, including outline siting for 
converter stations.  This option would connect to Stanah near 
Fleetwood.

4.12 Through the Report, National Grid have prioritised consultation on ‘preferred’ 
route corridors onshore to the north of Moorside, and to the south via a 
tunnel across Morecambe Bay:

http://www.northwestcoastconnections.com/


 Onshore North Group - This is the only option north of Moorside being 
considered and would require the installation of a 400kV double circuit 
overhead line that where possible would make use of existing 132kV 
overhead line routes (“opportunity corridors”).

 Onshore South Tunnel Group - The appraisal concluded a new 400kV 
circuit where possible utilising existing 132kV opportunity corridors and 
a tunnel beneath Morecambe Bay represented the appropriate balance 
between achieving the grid upgrade whilst having regard to the many 
environmental designations located in the area.  

4.13 Other route options that do not include the tunnel option performed less well, 
but are also presented and are not ruled out at this stage.

4.14 In addition to these strategic level route options, National Grid’s report also 
sets out some localised route corridor choices which need to be made within 
each section of the route.  

4.15 National Grid seek to identify the option that is likely to achieve the best 
balance between its various statutory duties under the Electricity Act 1989, 
which include: 

 To develop and maintain an efficient, co-ordinated and economical 
system of electricity transmission; 

 To have regard to the desirability of preserving natural beauty, 
conserving flora, fauna and geological features of special interest…and 
of protecting sites, buildings and objects of architectural, historic and 
archaeological interest; 

 To do what [it] reasonably can to mitigate any effect of proposals on the 
natural beauty of the countryside…or on flora, fauna, sites, buildings or 
objects. 

4.16 National Grid’s statutory duties give rise to the following principles: 

 Using or adapting existing infrastructure is preferable to new build; 

 Shorter route options are preferable; 

 Less expensive options are preferable; 

 Options which avoid environmental or socio-economic constraints are 
preferable to those which do not. 

4.17 There is no hierarchy between these principles. National Grid believe its 
emerging preferred route corridor best balances these statutory duties.

4.18 Consultation on the proposals for the North West Coast Connections Project 
commenced on 4th September 2014, and runs for 12 weeks before closing 
on the 28th November 2014. During this time a total of 33 public information 
events took place at venues across Cumbria and Lancashire



Cumbria County Council’s response to the Informal Route Corridors 
Consultation

4.19 Technical specialists from Cumbria County Council and WYG Consultants 
have reviewed the Route Corridors Report, resourced through the Planning 
Performance Agreement. The inputs from these specialists has been 
summarised to produce a Cumbria County Council response to the Route 
Corridors consultation, which is included in Appendix 1 for Cabinet’s 
endorsement. Officers from the County Council have also sought the views 
of all Local Committees potentially impacted by this development and have 
included their comments within the consultation response. 

General route issues

4.20 Officers have given careful consideration to National Grid’s three group 
options for delivering the grid upgrade south of Moorside and have 
concluded that the Route Corridor Studies have provided appropriate 
evidence to support their preference for the Onshore South with Tunnel 
Option.   While the Council accepts the Route Corridor Studies assessment 
of the South Options, there are many issues related to the Morecambe Bay 
tunnel that will need to be understood and addressed at the next stage of 
project development. Further work is required to fully understand the 
implications and operation of the tunnel development. It is acknowledged 
that National Grid’s statutory programme for completing the project and the 
cost implications make a transportation function such as road or railway 
unviable.   However, every opportunity should be taken to maximise the 
possible current and future utility of the tunnel. It is considered that National 
Grid and relevant partners should explore the opportunity presented by the 
tunnel for infrastructure provision including fibre optic and/or 
telecommunications cables, as a stimulus to economic growth in Cumbria. 

4.21 Following the Strategic Options consultation, only one group option to the 
north of Moorside was taken forward to the next stage. Should the group 
preference change after this consultation the Council would expect that all 
partners and communities would have an additional opportunity to comment 
and revise overall comments accordingly.

4.22 Cumbria is directly affected by the development of the route corridors from 
both the North and South Group Options. National Grid has identified the 
emerging preferred Route Corridor for the Onshore North Group and the 
Offshore South with Tunnel Group. They consider that subject to more 
detailed assessment and appropriate mitigation, the emerging preferred 
route corridor is deliverable and acceptable in planning terms. Officers 
consider that the assessment of the route corridor options set out in the 
Route Corridor Studies are generally acceptable and provide the basis to 
make a sound assessment of route performance. However, it is 
acknowledged that the emerging preferred option presents a series of 
complex and challenging issues that must be overcome to ensure the route 
options can be delivered effectively without compromising important 
environmental, economic and social considerations of the route. 



Environmental Issues 

4.23 All route corridors have the potential to increase landscape and visual 
impacts on communities, tourism, landscape and cultural heritage. Cumbria 
already accommodates a high level of vertical infrastructure and the 
introduction of additional development of this nature clearly has the potential 
to exacerbate this issue. The Route Corridor Studies correctly highlights the 
potential for increasing cumulative impact of development, along much of the 
route corridors identified. This is against a backdrop of internationally 
important designations such as the Lake District National Park, The Solway 
Coast AONB and The Frontier of the Roman Empire (Hadrian’s Wall) World 
Heritage Site and other important receptors.  In order to address landscape 
and visual impact concerns suitable mitigation; such as careful routing, 
alternative pylon design and/or screening planting must be considered. 
Where landscape impacts would be difficult to mitigate through these 
measures, alternative connection options must be considered. From a 
landscape and visual perspective the use of undergrounding of the new line 
may therefore be an appropriate mitigation at key ‘pinch points’ identified in 
the Council’s full response (appendix 1), however, it is acknowledged that 
this will have to be balanced against the appropriateness of this technique 
for other topic areas. 

4.24 The emerging preferred route corridor has the potential to have significant 
impacts on the ecology in Cumbria, and therefore needs to be subject to 
detailed survey and assessment of specific routing. Based on the evidence 
and assessment in the Route Corridor Studies it is considered that the 
preferred route generally represents an acceptable option, however, there 
are many issues that need to be addressed at the next stage of project 
development. There are several important areas that require greater 
assessment and consideration; especially concerning internationally and 
nationally important sites and species. In particular, the Duddon area 
presents significant sensitivities and complexity, and so Officers propose 
that both potential route options should be taken forward and subject to 
detailed survey and assessment of specific routing before a preference can 
be established, and appropriate mitigation developed. Where it is 
established through further work that both routes will have unacceptable 
effects, and mitigation is not possible, a further route or delivery technology 
such as undergrounding (where appropriate) must be explored.  In terms of 
ecology, further uncertainties also exist in the Lindal in Furness to 
Morecambe Bay section. The accompanying appendix fully details these 
concerns. 

Mitigation of impacts

4.25 Through consideration of the Route Corridor Studies it is clear that a 
potential form of mitigation will include maximising the rationalisation of 
pylons and overhead lines. The Council supports the principle of removing 
overhead lines throughout Cumbria given the potential to reduce cumulative 
landscape and visual impact and to minimise the risk of bird strike. Every 
opportunity to reduce existing lines should be considered and if appropriate 
infrastructure should be removed and/or undergrounded. Furthermore, 
consideration should also be given to the opportunity to reduce overhead 
wires in the vicinity of the route corridors and especially where rationalisation 



would improve important and sensitive landscapes such as the Solway 
Coast AONB and LDNP. This form of mitigation would be central to reducing 
the residual negative impacts across a range of topics including; landscape 
and visual impact; ecology; cultural heritage as well as the impact on 
community along the emerging route corridor. Therefore, Cumbria County 
Council would expect to engage with National Grid and relevant 
infrastructure providers such as Electricity North West Ltd at the earliest 
opportunity to maximise rationalisation, removal and undergrounding of 
existing lines and infrastructure. 

Local Economy

4.26 The introduction of new 400kV overhead lines could provide potential 
opportunities for inward investment which could have positive local 
economic effects in the long term. The upgraded line could provide potential 
connection opportunities for commercial high energy consumers and 
producers which could contribute towards economic development of the 
County.  The detailed routing should seek to ensure that required 
infrastructure such as new substations maximises opportunity for local 
economic activity across the area, including those located at strategic 
employment sites. 

4.27 All route corridors have the potential to result in positive temporary economic 
activity effects during construction, both directly, from the workforce 
expenditure, and in respect of the multiplied indirect positive effects of that 
local expenditure within existing and new supply chains. However, the effect 
of the NWCC on economic activity, transport, and social infrastructure needs 
further work.  The impact of the construction in terms of labour force 
requirements, housing and other social services is not properly considered in 
the Route Corridor Studies. This will be an important component of the 
NWCC project that will need to be addressed in consultation with the County 
Council at the next stage of the project development, both on its own and in 
combination with other significant construction projects in Cumbria.  The 
next stage should be appropriately informed by evidence to provide a better 
understanding of the implications and to develop appropriate routing and 
associated mitigation. National Grid should work with the County Council 
and partners to maximise the opportunities and support for local businesses 
and labour force. 

4.28 Associated with this, a construction and economic development strategy that 
seeks to maximise the economic benefit and legacy to the local area should 
be implemented. A central element of this will be building the key skills and 
training that will provide a lasting and positive skills and education legacy for 
local people. It is considered that this could ensure that the residual effect of 
construction is positive and opportunities for economic development and 
inward investment achieves long term positive effects.

Community Impacts

4.29 Given the potential for negative impacts on communities both during and 
after construction, suitable mitigation and legacy benefits must be provided 
to compensate local communities affected by the construction and operation 
of the new line. Where possible, mitigation for the adverse effects of the 



development should be secured through the planning system and result in a 
positive legacy for local communities.  These issues should be explored 
through dialogue with stakeholders including Cumbria County Council during 
the next phase of routing.  Discussions will be taking place in terms of 
community benefits, but Members need to be aware that any community 
benefits would need to be agreed by the Regulator Ofgem.  Early indication 
is that this is unlikely, but the position may change

Transport issues

4.30 Consideration must be given to the transport implications of the construction, 
and where mitigation is required it must recognise the limited and 
constrained road network in the local area. Some locations of the transport 
network such as the A595 are constrained and not suited to HGV 
movements, while other routes such as the A596 are extremely sensitive to 
an increase in HGV movements. Furthermore, the Route Corridor Studies 
suggests that tunnel construction will require good transport access in order 
to transport tunnelling/construction equipment to the Barrow-in-Furness 
area, in addition to the large quantities of spoil (up to 400,000 tonnes) 
produced by the tunnelling operation.  National Grid need to develop a full 
understanding of the transport impact of the project both on its own and in 
conjunction with other major developments. The potential of other projects to 
exacerbate transports issues will be a key concern. The local utilisation of 
material produced by the tunnelling operation as a form of legacy benefit 
should be explored further.

4.31 There is a clear requirement to address deficiencies in the transport network 
to facilitate the project and reduce the impact on communities and 
businesses Cumbria.  Given the relatively constrained road network it is 
considered that construction operations should maximise the use other 
methods of transport such as the rail network and offshore via Cumbria’s 
ports.  Any usage of the rail network must also consider the disruption to rail 
services.  The electrification of the Cumbrian Coast Line could assist in 
delivering an efficient programme of construction while maximising the 
benefit to the local transport system.

4.32 In such circumstances where usage of the rail network is not possible, 
permanent road enhancements should be explored both in terms of 
delivering the project and in leaving a lasting legacy from the project for the 
communities affected during construction. 

4.33 Both the Route Corridor Studies and the County Council’s assessment 
suggest that a number of issues will need to be addressed through 
consideration of detailed routing and appropriate mitigation to ensure that 
the development of the route corridor is acceptable. Robust scoping of the 
assessment methodology will be essential to ensure that the route selection 
addresses key issues during the next stage of the NWCC project. The 
County Council expects National Grid to continue dialogue on the detailed 
routing and mitigation that will be required to ensure that the route options 
can be delivered effectively without compromising important environmental, 
economic and social considerations of the route. 



Local Committees

4.34 In September 2014, each of the County Council’s Local Committees affected 
by the proposed route were briefed about the Route Corridor Consultation 
and Members comments are set out in Appendix 2.

4.35 Members expressed a range of views, which were mainly concerning 
‘project wide’ issues, including:

 A general acceptance that National Grid’s emerging route preference 
was justified, based on the evidence set out in the RCS

 The need to maximise economic and legacy benefits, including local 
job opportunities, training, apprenticeships and skills development, 
supply chain opportunities and links with educational establishments

 Consideration of transport impacts, particularly having regard to the 
limitations of the highway network, the impacts of the tunnel 
construction, the need to make use of railways and ports, and 
maximising opportunities to deliver lasting enhancements to transport 
infrastructure 

 That there is a need to mitigate the visual impact of the overhead line, 
(including cumulative impacts of existing lines and windfarms), through 
a range of actions including rationalisation of lines, use of 
undergrounding, choice of pylon design, careful siting and landscape 
screening

 The delivery of lasting benefits for local communities, through 
mitigation of impacts and exploring the potential for community benefits

 The need to consider the health risks of high voltage lines (due to 
associated electromagnetic fields) 

 Considering other uses for the proposed tunnel, including a potential 
road link, or ‘future-proofing’ its construction to enable additional uses 
to be pursued at a later date.

North West Coast Connections Project: Next Steps

4.36 Once a preferred route corridor has been confirmed in May 2015, a detailed 
route alignment will be developed by National Grid. They will also identify the 
technologies that will be used to build the route, and where their equipment 
will be located. This work will be undertaken in consultation with the North 
West Coast Connections Project Group and other statutory consultees. 
Once completed, this work will be subject to a further formal public 
consultation where National Grid will seek views on matters such as the 
precise route that the new connection will take, the specific technologies to 
be utilised and impact mitigation measures. The feedback from this next 
stage of public consultation will be utilised to shape their final proposal. 
National Grid intend to submit their Development Consent Order to the 
Planning Inspectorate in 2017. The Planning Inspectorate’s application 
process will likely take twelve to eighteen months.



4.37 Cumbria County Council will have an opportunity to formally respond and 
comment upon the likely social, economic and environmental impact of the 
proposed development on the Authority’s area when it is invited to prepare 
the Local Impact Report under Section 60 of the Planning Act, once the 
application is formally submitted to the Planning Inspectorate. The Authority 
will also be asked to comment upon whether National Grid have adequately 
consulted Cumbrian Communities in line with their Statement of Community 
Consultation.  There is also an opportunity for local authorities to make 
representations at the formal Examination stage.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Cumbria County Council’s Cabinet could choose not to respond to National 
Grid’s Consultation on the Route Corridors Report. When National Grid 
agree their detailed route option and submit their Development Consent 
Order to the Planning Inspectorate, Cumbria County Council would continue 
to be a statutory consultee and be asked by the Planning Inspectorate to 
formally respond to consultations in line with the Planning Act 2008 i.e. 
analyse the developer’s Statement of Community Consultation, prepare a 
Local Impact Report and engage in the Examination process. However, the 
Planning Inspectorate encourages local authorities to discuss and work 
through issues raised by Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, such 
as the North West Coast Connections Project, well before the application is 
submitted and to engage with applicants in the preparation of statements of 
common ground. This pre-application stage consultation provides an 
opportunity to share issues and thoughts with National Grid at this early 
stage of the project. As lead authority and accountable body for the Planning 
Performance Agreement for the North West Coast Connections Project, 
Cumbria County Council has been provided with the financial resources to 
respond to this consultation and consequently would be expected to 
respond. 

5.2 Cumbria County Council’s Cabinet could choose to make amendments to 
the consultation response. The deadline for the consultation response is 28th 
November 2014. Therefore, it is recommended that responsibility for 
implementing any amendments suggested by Cabinet is delegated to the 
Corporate Director – Environment and Community Services in consultation 
with the Cabinet Member for Environment.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no direct financial implications for the County Council arising from 
the recommendation within this report.  The impact of construction of the 
route corridors on transport requirements, on economic activity within the 
County, and on affected communities is likely to have implications for the 
Authority both in terms of consultation and potential financial implications, 
but this cannot be assessed until a final decision has been made on detailed 
routes for each corridor.



6.2 The County Council, as lead authority and accountable body for the 
Planning Performance Agreement, is able to recover costs incurred both in 
responding to this consultation, and in producing the Local Impact Report.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 Part 3 of the Constitution provides that it is Cabinet’s responsibility to agree 
responses to consultation papers.

7.2 The Planning Act 2008 (as amended) provides that the Secretary of State 
not the County Council will determine whether or not a Development 
Consent Order will be made in response to National Grid’s application. 

7.3 It is important that if Cabinet has any comments on the Stage 2 
Consultation, that these views are incorporated into the County Council’s 
formal consultation response.

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 National Grid need to reinforce the existing electricity transmission network 
in Cumbria to provide the necessary connections for the Moorside Project to 
go ahead. Therefore, it is critical that the County Council continue their 
engagement with National Grid on the North West Coast Connections 
Project and respond to the Stage 2 Consultation, ensuring that the relevant 
environmental and socio-economic impacts have been adequately 
considered at this stage.

Jim Savege
Corporate Director – Environment and Community Services

November 2014

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 – Cumbria County Council’s draft response to the Route 
Corridors Consultation, November 2014. 

Appendix 2 – Member comments from Local Committees

Electoral Division(s): All Electoral Divisions in Cumbria other than Eden

*  Please remove whichever option is not applicable

Executive Decision No

Key Decision No



If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A*

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/AHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/AHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

16th December 2010 Cabinet Meeting – Arrangements for handling 
forthcoming National Grid strengthening Major Infrastructure Projects 

28th April 2011 Cabinet Meeting – National Grid Planning Performance 
Agreement – Governance Arrangements

12th July 2012 Cabinet Meeting – North West Coast Connections Project – 
Response to National Grid’s Preliminary Strategic Options Report 
Consultation.

Appendix 2 – contains a record of the engagement with Local Committees 
including a summary of Members’ comments

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers

RESPONSIBLE CABINET MEMBER

David Southward, Cabinet Member for Economic Development and Property.

REPORT AUTHOR

Contact: David Haughian, 07824408675, david.haughian@cumbria.gov.uk  
                Guy Kenyon, 07881 007838, guy.kenyon@cumbria.gov.uk 
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